Guide to the Scottish Universities International Summer School (SUISS) 

ECTS/SCQF Credit Scheme
Credit Type

SUISS credit is officially accredited through the University of Edinburgh Credit Awarding Body (SCQF) and can be transferred into the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS).

Workload

The SUISS credit scheme is based on a combination of contact teaching hours, independent study and formal assessment. SUISS students gain credit, therefore, by attending lectures and seminars, pursuing their studies in their own time, and completing both an oral and written assessment. This credit can be sought at two levels (SCQF8 and SCQF10 ) which are equivalent to junior honours (1-3 years of study) and senior honours (4 or more years of study) levels. This allows SUISS students to pursue the same credit as any other student but at a level appropriate to the stage of their studies at their home institution.

In the 2 week literature course-blocks offered by SUISS, credit is formalised in the following way:

Contact Teaching Hours:

34

Expected Independent Study:

86

Total Hours:



120
SCQF Credit Weighting:  12 points

(1 SCQF point is equivalent to a 10 hour workload)

In the 3 week Creative Writing course offered by SUISS, credit is formalised in the following way:

Contact Teaching Hours:

45

Expected Independent Study:

105

Total Hours:



150

SCQF Credit Weighting:  15 points

Students completing a SUISS module will receive SCQF credit of 12 points for the Literature module and 15 points for Creative Writing, as well as a grade which reflects the quality of their assessments. This grade (A-F) is based upon the University of Edinburgh's generic criteria for written assessment and more specific criteria of the School of Literatures, Languages & Cultures of the University. (The Grade Table is reproduced below).

ECTS Transfer

In order to facilitate the transfer of credit the European Union has introduced a system of credit transfer (ECTS). The ECTS standard workload is 60 ECTS per academic year. The SCQF framework allocates 120 points per academic year. 1 SCQF point is therefore equivalent to 0.5 ECTS points. Each SUISS course (2 weeks) will therefore offer 6 ECTS points, while the 3-week course will offer 7.5 ECTS points. The is often the equivalent of a single modular course at Universities world-wide.

Grade Table

SUISS SCOTCAT GRADE
QUALITY ASSESSMENT

ECTS GRADE


A



excellent



A


B



very good



B


C



good




C


D



satisfactory



D/E


E



marginal fail



F


F



clear fail



FX

